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1. Aims
This policy aims to ensure that:

· Suitable education is arranged for pupils on roll who cannot attend school due to health needs

· Pupils, staff and parents understand what the school is responsible for when this education is being provided by the local authority
Hunter’s Bar Junior School aims to support the Local Authority and ensure that all children who are unable to attend the school due to medical needs, and who would not receive suitable education without such provision, continue to have access to as much education as their medical condition allows, to enable them to reach their full potential. 

Due to the nature of their health needs, some children may be admitted to hospital or placed in alternative forms of education provision. We recognise that, whenever possible, students should receive their education within their school and the aim of the provision will be to reintegrate students back into Hunter’s Bar as soon as they are well enough. 

We understand that we have a continuing role in a student’s education whilst they are not attending the school and will work with the LA, healthcare partners and families to ensure that all children with medical needs receive the right level of support to enable them to maintain links with their education.
2. Legislation and guidance
This policy is based on the following legislation:

·  
The Education Act 1996
·  
The Education (Pupil Registration) (England) Regulations 2006
It is also based on the following statutory guidance from the Department for Education (DfE):

·  
Alternative provision
·  
Education for children with health needs who cannot attend school
This policy also follows guidance provided by our local authority. 

3. Responsibilities

The LA must arrange suitable full-time education for children of compulsory school age who, because of illness, would not receive suitable education without such provision. The school has a duty to support the LA in doing so. 

The LA should:

· Provide such education as soon as it is clear that a pupil will be away from school for 15 days or more, whether consecutive or cumulative. They should liaise with the appropriate medical professionals to ensure minimal delay in arranging appropriate provision for the student. 

· Ensure the education students receive is of good quality, allows them to take appropriate qualifications, prevents them from falling behind their peers in school, and allows them to reintegrate successfully back into the school as soon as possible. 

· Address the needs of individual students in arranging provision. 

· Have a named officer responsible for the education of children with additional health needs and ensure parents know who this is. 

· Have a written, publicly accessible policy statement on their arrangements to comply with their legal duty towards children with additional health needs. 

· Review the provision offered regularly to ensure that it continues to be appropriate for the child and that it is providing suitable education. 

· Give clear policies on the provision of education for children and young people under and over compulsory school age. 

The LA should not: 

· Have processes or policies in place which prevent a child from getting the right type of provision and a good education. 

· Withhold or reduce the provision, or type of provision, for a child because of how much it will cost. 

· Have policies based upon the percentage of time a child is able to attend school rather than whether the child is receiving a suitable education during that attendance. 

· Have lists of health conditions which dictate whether or not they will arrange education for children or inflexible policies which result in children going without suitable full-time education (or as much education as their health condition allows them to participate in). 

3.1 Definitions
Children who are unable to attend the school as a result of their medical needs may include those with: 

· Physical health issues. 

· Physical injuries. 

· Mental health problems, including anxiety issues. 

· Emotional difficulties or school refusal. 

· Progressive conditions. 

· Terminal illnesses. 

· Chronic illnesses. 

Children who are unable to attend mainstream education for health reasons may attend any of the following: 

· Hospital school: a special school within a hospital setting where education is provided to give continuity whilst the child is receiving treatment. 

· Medical PRUs: these are LA establishments that provide education for children unable to attend their registered school due to their medical needs. 
3.2 Responsibilities of the school
Initially, the school will attempt to make arrangements to deliver suitable education for children with health needs who cannot attend school.
The Local Governing Body is responsible for: 

· Ensuring arrangements for students who cannot attend the school as a result of their medical needs are in place and are effectively implemented. 

· Ensuring there is a review of the arrangements made for students who cannot attend the school due to their medical needs. 

· Ensuring the roles and responsibilities of those involved in the arrangements to support the needs of students are clear and understood by all. 

· Ensuring robust systems are in place for dealing with health emergencies and critical incidents, for both on- and off-site activities. 

· Ensuring staff with responsibility for supporting students with health needs are appropriately trained.
The Headteacher is responsible for: 
· Working with the Local Governing Body to ensure compliance with the relevant statutory duties when supporting students with health needs. 

· Working collaboratively with parents and other professionals to develop arrangements to meet the best interests of children. 

· Ensuring the arrangements put in place to meet students’ health needs are fully understood by all those involved and acted upon. 

· Where necessary appointing a named member of staff who is responsible for students with healthcare needs and liaises with parents, students, the LA, key workers and others involved in the pupil’s care. 

· Ensuring the support put in place focusses on and meets the needs of individual students. 
· Arranging appropriate training for staff with responsibility for supporting students with health needs. 
· Providing teachers who support students with health needs with suitable information relating to a student’s health condition and the possible effect the condition and/or medication taken has on the student. 
· Notifying the LA when a student is likely to be away from the school for a significant period of time due to their health needs.
The head teacher and Inclusion Manager are responsible for: 

· Dealing with students who are unable to attend the school because of medical needs. 

· Actively monitoring student progress and reintegration into the school. 

· Supplying students’ education providers with information about the child’s capabilities, progress and outcomes. 

· Liaising with the education providers and parents to determine students’ programmes of study whilst they are absent from the school. 

· Keeping students informed about the school events and encouraging communication with their peers.

· Providing a link between student and their parents, and the LA.
Teachers and support staff are responsible for: 

· Understanding confidentiality in respect of students’ health needs.

· Understanding their role in supporting students with health needs and ensuring they attend the required training. 

· Ensuring they are aware of the needs of their students through the appropriate and lawful sharing of the individual students’ health needs. 

· Ensuring they are aware of the signs, symptoms and triggers of common life-threatening medical conditions and know what to do in an emergency. 

· Keeping parents informed of how their child’s health needs are affecting them whilst in the school.
3.3 Responsibilities of the parents
Parents are expected to: 

· Ensure the regular and punctual attendance of their child at the school where possible. 

· Work in partnership with the school to ensure the best possible outcomes for their child. 

· Notify the school of the reason for any of their child’s absences without delay. 

· Provide the school with sufficient and up-to-date information about their child’s medical needs. 

· Attend meetings to discuss how support for their child should be planned.
3.4 The Local Authority
If the school can’t make suitable arrangements, Sheffield Local Authority will become responsible for arranging suitable education for these children.
In cases where the local authority makes arrangements, the school will:

· Work constructively with the local authority, providers, relevant agencies and parents to ensure the best outcomes for the pupil

· Share information with the local authority and relevant health services as required

· Help make sure that the provision offered to the pupil is as effective as possible and that the child can be reintegrated back into school successfully

· When reintegration is anticipated, work with the local authority to:

· Plan for consistent provision during and after the period of education outside the school, allowing the pupil to access the same curriculum and materials that they would have used in school as far as possible

· Enable the pupil to stay in touch with school life (e.g. through newsletters, emails, invitations to school events or internet links to lessons from their school)

· Create individually tailored reintegration plans for each child returning to school

· Consider whether any reasonable adjustments need to be made
3. Responsibilities of the school

Where possible, the child’s health needs should be managed by the home school so that they can continue to be educated there with support, and without the need for the intervention of the local authority.
3.1 If our school makes the arrangements

Initially, our school will attempt to make arrangements to deliver the same high standard of education for children with health needs who cannot attend school.

3.21  Supporting Pupils Unable to Attend School Due to medical needs
· The school recognises that some pupils may be unable to attend school for periods of time due to medical or health needs. We are committed to working in partnership with families and professionals to ensure pupils remain safe, supported, and engaged in learning wherever possible.

Step 1: Early Identification

· We will identify concerns as early as possible through:

· Parent/carer communication regarding medical or health needs

· Attendance monitoring and identification of patterns of absence

· Staff observations of changes in health, wellbeing, or engagement

· Where a pupil is unable to attend due to medical reasons, this will be recorded appropriately and followed up in a timely manner.

Step 2: Understanding the Medical Need

· The school will work with parents/carers to understand the pupil’s medical needs by:

· Meeting with parents/carers and relevant school staff

· Gathering information about the nature of the medical need and its impact on attendance

· Requesting and considering medical evidence where appropriate

· Understanding what the pupil can manage, as well as what they are currently unable to do

· The focus at this stage is on building a clear picture of need rather than applying pressure to return.

Step 3: Planning Support

· Based on the information gathered, the school will agree a plan of support that is proportionate, flexible, and time-limited, which may include:

· Adjustments to the school day or environment

· Modified expectations around attendance or workload

· Access to learning from home where appropriate via the Oak Academy
· Clear communication arrangements between home and school

· A named member of staff will coordinate support and act as a key point of contact.

Step 4: Access to Education

· Where a pupil is unable to attend school for a sustained period due to medical needs, the school will:

· Explore suitable alternatives to ensure continuity of education

· Work with the local authority, where required, to arrange appropriate provision

· Provide learning that is accessible, manageable, and responsive to the pupil’s health needs

· The aim is to maintain engagement with education while prioritising the pupil’s health and wellbeing.

Step 5: Review and Gradual Reintegration

· Support arrangements will be reviewed regularly in partnership with parents/carers and relevant professionals. Reviews will focus on:

· The pupil’s health and wellbeing

· Engagement with learning

· Readiness for increased attendance or reintegration into school

· Where appropriate, a gradual and supported return to school will be planned, with adjustments reviewed and reduced over time.

Step 6: Working with External Professionals

· The school will work with external professionals as appropriate, including:

· Health services and medical professionals

· Local authority teams

· Other relevant support services

· This ensures that support is coordinated and informed by professional advice.

3.22  Supporting Pupils Unable to Attend School Due to EBSNA-Related Health Needs

· The school recognises that some pupils may experience difficulties attending school due to Emotionally Based School Non-Attendance (EBSNA) linked to mental health, emotional wellbeing, or other underlying needs. Where attendance is affected by EBSNA-related health needs, the school is committed to early identification, collaborative working, and a graduated, needs-led response.

· 1. Recognising Falling Attendance

· We identify concerns at the earliest opportunity through a triangulation of information, including:

· Attendance data
· Monitoring attendance patterns, including persistent absence, emerging trends, late arrivals, or patterns linked to specific days, lessons, or times of day.

· Staff feedback
· Observations from class teachers, tutors, support staff, and pastoral teams regarding changes in behaviour, emotional presentation, anxiety, or engagement.

· Parent/carer feedback
· Information shared by parents/carers about difficulties at home, emotional distress, health concerns, or barriers to attending school.

· Any indication of declining attendance or increased distress will trigger a timely response.

· 2. Initial Response: Understanding the Reasons

· Where EBSA is suspected, the school will first seek to unpick the underlying reasons for non-attendance. This might include:

· Meetings with parents/carers, relevant school staff, and where appropriate, the pupil.

· Undertaking EBSA screening activities to better understand anxiety, emotional needs, and triggers.

· Reviewing historic attendance trends and previous interventions.

· Considering whether Special Educational Needs (SEN) or unmet needs may be contributing to the difficulties.

· The focus at this stage is collaborative, supportive, and solution-focused.

· 3. External Support and Referrals

· Where additional support is required, and with parental consent, the school may:

· Make referrals to Family Information Services (FIS), YWCA, and/or Attendance & Inclusion teams.

· Work with these services to signpost families to appropriate support, including CAMHS, where relevant.

· Recommend that parents/carers seek advice from the pupil’s GP to explore health and wellbeing needs.

· 4. Graduated Approach to Support

· Based on the information gathered, the school will implement support using a graduated approach, reviewed regularly and adapted as needed.

· Universal Support (for all pupils)

· Reasonable adjustments within school

· Sharing timetables and daily plans in advance with home

· Clear routines and expectations

· Consistent communication with parents/carers

· Targeted Support

· Morning meet and greet

· Soft start to the school day

· Sensory circuits

· Regular 1:1 check-ins with a trusted adult

· Access to or creation of a lunchtime club

· Specialist Support

· Reduced timetable (time-limited and regularly reviewed)

· Bespoke or flexible timetable

· Access to Oak Academy virtual curriculum
· NEST Hub provision

· Allocation of a named key adult
· Alternative provision where appropriate

· 5. Review and Monitoring

· The school will aim to meet every two weeks with parents/carers and relevant professionals to review progress.

· Adjustments and support arrangements will be updated based on attendance data, pupil wellbeing, and feedback from all involved.

· The overarching aim is to support the pupil’s wellbeing and enable a gradual, sustainable return to full engagement with education wherever possible.

3.2 If the local authority makes the arrangements

If our school cannot make suitable arrangements, or if it is clear that a child will be away from school for 15 days (consecutive or over the course of the year) or more because of their health needs, Sheffield Local Authority will become responsible for arranging suitable education for these children.

When the local authority arranges alternative education, the education should begin as soon as possible, and at the latest by the 6th day of the child’s absence from school.

Where full-time education is not in the child’s best interest for reasons relating to their physical or mental health, the local authority must arrange part-time education on whatever basis it considers to be in the child’s best interests.

Only when the child’s health needs become too complex to manage in school or through a multi-agency response, and school are recording the absence as illness, does the council have a responsibility to arrange suitable provision in line with this policy statement (see flowchart in appendix 1). When it has been established that the child will continue to be unable to attend for a longer period, and early help interventions have not supported the child back into their learning in school, the school is expected to:
· Provide to the local authority, at agreed intervals, the full name and address of any pupils of compulsory school age who are not attending school regularly due to their health needs

· Work constructively with the local authority, providers, relevant agencies and parents/carers to ensure the best outcomes for the child

· Collaborate with the local authority to ensure continuity of provision and consistency of curriculum, including making information available about the curriculum

· Along with the local authority, regularly review the provision offered to ensure it continues to be appropriate for the child and that it is providing suitable education

· Share information with the local authority and relevant health services as required

· When a child has complex or long-term health issues, work with the local authority, parents/carers and the relevant health services to decide how best to meet the child’s needs (e.g. through individual support, arranging alternative provision or by them remaining at school, being supported at home and back into school after each absence)

· Where possible, allow the child to take examinations at the same time as their peers, and work with the local authority to support this

·  Help make sure that the child can be reintegrated back into school successfully

·  When reintegration is anticipated, work with the local authority to:

· Plan for consistent provision during and after the period of education outside the school, allowing the child to access the same curriculum and materials that they would have used in school as far as possible, including through digital resources

· Enable the child to stay in touch with school life (e.g. through newsletters, emails, digital learning platforms, social media platforms, invitations to school events or internet links to lessons from their school), and, where appropriate, through educational visits

· Create individually tailored reintegration plans for each child returning to school, which includes extra support to fill any gaps arising from the absence

· Consider whether any reasonable adjustments need to be made
4. Managing Absence

· Parents are advised to contact the school on the first day their child is unable to attend due to illness. 
· Absences due to illness will be authorised unless the school has genuine cause for concern about the authenticity of the illness. 
· The school will provide support to students who are absent from the school because of illness for a period of less than 15 school days by liaising with the student’s parents to arrange schoolwork as soon as the student is able to cope with it or part-time education. The school will give due consideration to which aspects of the curriculum are prioritised in consultation with the student, their family and relevant members of staff. 
· For periods of absence that are expected to last for 15 or more school days, either in one absence or over the course of a school year, the head teacher or Inclusion Manager will notify the LA. 
· Where absences are anticipated or known in advance, the school will liaise with the LA to enable education provision to be provided from the start of the students’ absence.
· For hospital admissions, the head teacher or Inclusion Manager will liaise with the LA regarding the programme that should be followed while the student is in hospital. 
· The school will monitor student attendance and mark registers to ensure it is clear whether a student is, or should be, receiving education otherwise than at the school.
4.1 Education arrangements
If a child is well enough and, in conjunction with parents, a work package will be prepared to meet the educational needs of the child. This package will depend on the nature of the absence, the ability of the child to access the education and will be suitable for the age and stage of the pupil. The following is a guide to the likely arrangements to be put in place.
· During a period of absence, the school will work with the provider of the student’s education to establish and maintain regular communication and effective outcomes.

· Weekly safe and well visits will take place arranged by the school. This will be directly to the home of the child and a named member of staff will be required to see the child. Where this is not possible video calling will be used. This will be facilitated through discussions with the school and parents. If a child is attending alternative provision the school will liaise with the provider to ensure attendance and checking safeguarding.
· If a child is able to access education and is not being educated by another provider, they will be provided with a timetabled package of online learning through a virtual learning platform such as the Oak Academy. The child’s teacher in school will use their most up-to-date understanding of the child’s needs to tailor this curriculum for them.

· If a child is being educated by a provider other than Hunter’s Bar Junior School, where appropriate, the school will provide the student’s education provider with relevant information, curriculum materials and resources.

· If a child has been out of school for a period of 15 days or longer, unless agreed to or for a reason such as an extended period abroad, we will contact the Attendance and Inclusion team at the Local Authority for additional support and guidance.

· If parents are considering home schooling, we will direct them to home schooling information provided by the government - https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/elective-home-education
· Where a student has a complex or long-term health issue, the school will discuss the students’ needs and how these may be best met with the LA, relevant medical professionals, parents and, where appropriate, the student. 

·  The LA expects the school to support students with health needs to attend full-time education wherever possible, or for the school to make reasonable adjustments to students’ programmes of study where medical evidence supports the need for those adjustments. 

· The school will make reasonable adjustments under students’ individual healthcare plans (IHCPs) 

· Students admitted to hospital will receive education as determined appropriate by the medical professionals and hospital tuition team at the hospital concerned. 

4.2 Reintegration
· When a pupil is considered well enough to return to school, the school will develop a tailored reintegration plan. Where necessary the school will work in collaboration with the LA.

· If appropriate, the school nurse service will be involved in the development of the pupil’s reintegration plan and informed of the timeline of the plan by the appointed named member of staff, to ensure they can prepare to offer any appropriate support to the pupil.

· The school will consider whether any reasonable adjustments need to be made to provide suitable access to the school and the curriculum for the pupil.

·  For longer absences, the reintegration plan will be developed near to the pupil’s likely date of return, to avoid putting unnecessary pressure on an ill pupil or their parents in the early stages of their absence.

· The school is aware that some students will need gradual reintegration over a long period of time and will always consult with the pupil, their parents and key staff about concerns, medical issues, timing and the preferred pace of return.

· The reintegration plan will include: 
· The date for planned reintegration, once known. 
· Details of regular meetings to discuss reintegration. 
· Details of the named member of staff who has responsibility for the pupil. 
· A programme of small goals leading up to reintegration. 
· Follow up procedures.

· The school will ensure a welcoming environment is developed and encourage students and staff to be positive and proactive during the reintegration period.

· Following reintegration, the school will support the LA in seeking feedback from the student regarding the effectiveness of the process.

5. Monitoring arrangements

This policy will be reviewed annually by Michael Watson, Headteacher. At every review, it will be approved by the full governing board.
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